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World  soybean  production  is  forecast  to  renew  its  upward  trend  in  2000/01  after  declining  in 
1999/00.  Output  is  forecast  to  reach  169.1  million  tons,  8  percent  higher  than  1999/00,  and  61 
percent  higher  than  a  decade  ago.  The  world’s  largest  producer,  the  United  States,  is  set  to 
produce  a  record  soybean  crop,  as  farmers  have  expanded  area  under  production,  and 
weather  conditions  have  been  favorable  throughout  the  Midwest.  Output  in  Brazil  is  forecast 
to  increase,  as  farmers  expand  area  in  the  North  and  Center  West.  Argentina  is  forecast  to 
produce  record  output  on  expanding  area.  Area  harvested  in  Argentina  has  increased  in  each 
of  the  last  10  years.  China  is  projected  to  increase  production  on  much  larger  area,  despite 
drought  conditions  in  some  provinces.  Output  in  India  is  forecast  higher  following  a  reduced 
crop  in  1999/00. 
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This  report  uses  information  from  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Services’  global  network  of  agricultural 
attaches  and  counselors;  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments  and  other  foreign  source  materials; 
and  the  results  of  economic  and  satellite  imagery  analysis.  Estimates  of  foreign  area,  yield  and 
production  are  from  the  Production  Estimates  and  Crop  Assessment  Division,  FAS,  and  are  reviewed 
by  USDA’s  Inter-Agency  Commodity  Estimates  Committees.  Estimates  of  U.S.  area,  yield  and 
production  are  from  USDA’s  National  Agricultural  Statistics  Service.  Numbers  within  the  report 
may  not  add  to  totals  because  of  rounding.  This  report  reflects  official  USDA  estimates  released  in 
the  World  Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates  (WASDE-363),  July  12,  2000. 
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Metric  tons  to  bushels 


Wheat,  soybeans 
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Barley 
Oats 


MT  *  36.7437 
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Metric  tons  to  480-lb  bales 


Cotton 


MT*  4.592917 


Metric  tons  to  hundredweight 


Rice 


MT  *  22.04622 


Area  &  Weight 


1  hectare 
1  kilogram 


2.471044  acres 
2.204622  pounds 


August  2000 


Production  Estimates  and  Crop  Assessment  Div.,  FAS,  USDA 


2 


For  further  information,  contact: 


U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Foreign  Agriculture  Service 
Production  Estimates  and  Crop  Assessment  Division 
Ag  Box  1045,  Room  6053,  South  Building 
Washington,  D.C.  20250-1045 
Telephone:  (202)  720-0888  Fax:  (202)  720-8880 


CIRCULAR  PUBLICATION 


Circular  Coordinator 

Scott  Thompson 

202-720-0873 

thompsons@fas.usda.gov 

Word  Processing 

Mary  Jackson 

202-720-0888 

jacksonma@fas.usda.gov 

Database  Manager 

Cover  Graphics  & 

Mamet  Whittington 

202-720-0886 

whittington@fas  .usda.gov 

Data  Reliability 

Theresa  Wright 

202-720-8887 

wrightt@fas  .usda.gov 

GENERAL  INFORMATION 

Division  Director 

Allen  Vandergriff 

202-720-0888 

vandergriff@fas.usda.gov 

Administrative  Assistant 

Mary  Jackson 

202-720-0888 

jacksonma@fas.usda.gov 

Deputy  Director 

Scott  Thompson 

202-720-0873 

thompsons@fas.usda.gov 

Remote  Sensing  Specialist 

Brad  Doom 

202-690-1157 

doom@fas  .usda.gov 

COMMODITY  SPECIFIC  INFORMATION 

Cotton  Chairperson 

Ron  Roberson 

202-720-0879 

roberson@fas.usda.gov 

Grain  Chairperson 

Vacant  (Ron  Roberson,  acting) 

Oilseeds  Chairperson 

Paul  Provance 

202-720-0881 

provance@fas.usda.gov 

COUNTRY  AND  REGION  SPECIFIC  INFORMATION 

Brazil,  &  Paraguay 

Rao  Achutuni/ 

202-690-0140 

achutuni@fas .  usda .  gov 

Argentina  &  Uruguay 

Australia,  Bangladesh, 

Maria  Anulacion 

202-690-0139 

anulacionm@fas.usda.gov 

India,  &  Pakistan 

Jim  Crutchfield 

202-690-0135 

cmtchfield@fas.usda.gov 

Canada,  Southeast  Asia,  & 

Western  Europe 

Suzanne  Miller 

202-720-0882 

millers@fas.usda.gov 

China,  Koreas,  Japan,  & 

southern  Africa 

Paulette  Sandene 

202-690-0133 

sandene@fas .  u  sda  .gov 

Eastern  Europe  &  North  Africa 

Bryan  Purcell 

202-690-0138 

purcellb@fas.usda.gov 

Former  Soviet  Union 

Mark  Lindeman 

202-690-0143 

lindeman@fas.usda.gov 

Mexico  &  Central  America 

Ron  White 

202-690-0137 

whiter@fas  .usda.  gov 

Middle  East  &  Central  Africa 

Curt  Reynolds 

202-690-0134 

reynoldsc@fas.usda.gov 

United  States  &  Int’l  Weather 

Carl  Gemazio 

202-690-0136 

gemazio@fas.usda.gov 

United  States  &  Special  Projects 

Bob  Tetrault 

202-690-0130 

tetrault@fas.usda.gov 

WEB  SITES  OF  INTEREST 

Foreign  Agricultural  Service  at  http://www.fas.usda.gov 

FAS  Weekly  Weather  Maps  at  http://www.fas.usda.gov/pecad/weather/weekly.html 

National  Agricultural  Statistics  Service  at  http://www.usda.nass.gov 

World  Agricultural  Outlook  Board  at  http://www.usda.gov/oce/waob 

Economic  Research  Service  at  http://www.econ.ag.gov 

Joint  Agricultural  Weather  Facility  at  http://www.usda.gov/oce/waob/jawf 


Production  Estimates  and  Crop  Assessment  Div.,  FAS,  USD  A 

3 


August  2000 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 


August  2000 

SUBJECT  PAGE 


2000/01  PRODUCTION  BRIEFS 

Brazil:  Corn  Production  Estimate  Lowered  Due  to  Frost  in  Parana . 6 

Canada:  Wheat  Estimate  Climbs  as  Corn  Estimate  Falls  . 6 

EU-15:  Wheat  and  Rapeseed  Estimates  Fall  Due  to  Poor  Weather  . 6 

Central  Asia:  Cotton  Threatened  by  Long-Term  Drought  . 7 

China:  Drought  Affects  Com  and  Soybeans  . 7 

Ukraine:  Wheat  and  Barley  Yield  Prospects  Reduced  by  Wet  Weather  . 7 

Kazakstan:  Wheat  and  Barley  Conditions  Remain  Favorable . 8 

Romania:  Wheat  Harvest  Upped  in  Face  of  Drought . 8 

Poland:  Rye  Production  Drops  on  Late  Frost  and  Drought  . 8 

Brazil:  Cotton  Production  up  on  Favorable  Prices . 8 

China:  Rice  Area  Declines  in  20001/01  . 9 


TABLES 

Table 

1. 

Table 

2. 

Table 

3. 

Table 

4. 

Table 

5. 

Table 

6. 

Table 

7. 

Table 

8. 

Table 

9. 

Table 

10. 

Table 

11. 

U.S.  Crop  Acreage,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  Crop  Production  Summary . 

Wheat  Area,  Yield,  and  Production: 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
Total  Coarse  Grain  Area,  Yield,  and  Production: 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
Com  Area,  Yield,  and  Production: 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
Barley  Area,  Yield,  and  Production: 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
Oats  Area,  Yield,  and  Production: 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
Rye  Area,  Yield,  and  Production: 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
Sorghum  Area,  Yield,  and  Production: 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
Rice  Area,  Yield,  and  Production: 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
Total  Oilseed  Area,  Yield,  and  Production: 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 


10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 


August  2000 


Production  Estimates  and  Crop  Assessment  Div.,  FAS,  USD  A 
4 


SUBJECT 


PAGE 


Table  12.  Soybean  Area,  Yield,  and  Production: 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions  . 21 

Table  13.  Cottonseed  Area,  Yield,  and  Production: 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions  . 22 

Table  14.  Peanut  Area,  Yield,  and  Production: 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions  . 23 

Table  15.  Sunflowerseed  Area,  Yield,  and  Production: 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions . 24 

Table  16.  Rapeseed  Area,  Yield,  and  Production: 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions  . 25 

Table  17.  Copra,  Palm  Kernel,  and  Palm  Oil  Production: 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions  . 26 

Table  18.  Cotton  Area,  Yield,  and  Production: 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions  . 27 

Table  19.  Reliability  of  Production  Projections . 28 

MAPS 

World  Agricultural  Weather  Highlights . 29 

July  Normal  Crop  Calendar . 30 

August  Normal  Crop  Calendar . 31 

WEATHER  BRIEFS 

India:  Monsoon  Takes  Prolonged  Break  in  West . 32 

China:  Summer  Crop  Weather,  Year-to-Date . 32 

Mexico:  More  Rain  Needed  Across  Southern  Plateau  . 32 

FEATURE  COMMODITY  ARTICLES 

World  Soybean  Production  .  34-36 

Durum  Wheat  Prospects  for  2000/01  .  37-39 

Durum  Wheat  in  Selected  Countries .  40-42 


Production  Estimates  and  Crop  Assessment  Div.,  FAS,  USD  A 
5 


August  2000 


PRODUCTION  BRIEFS 


Brazil:  Com  Production  Estimate  Lowered 

Due  to  Frost  in  Parana 

Brazil’s  1999/2000  total  com  production  is 
estimated  at  33.0  million  tons,  down  nearly  1 
percent  from  last  month,  but  2  percent  above 
last  year.  Harvested  area  is  estimated  at  12.5 
million  hectares,  unchanged  from  last  month, 
but  2  percent  above  last  year.  Two  crops  of 
corn  are  cultivated:  the  first  crop  (planted 
October-December  and  harvested  February- 
June),  and  the  second,  or  Safrinha  crop 
(planted  January-February  and  harvested: 
June-September).  The  first-crop  accounts  for 
80-85  percent  of  total  corn  production  and  the 
Safrinha  accounts  for  the  rest.  The  key  first- 
crop  producing  states  include  Parana  (22%), 
Rio  Grande  do  Sul  (14%),  Minas  Gerais 
(14%),  Santa  Catarina  (11%),  Sao  Paulo 
(10%),  Goias  (10%),  Mato  Grosso  do  Sul 
(3%),  and  Mato  Grosso  (3%).  Important 
Safrinha  producing  states  include:  Parana 
(37%),  Sao  Paulo  (20%),  Mato  Grosso  (15%), 
Mato  Grosso  do  Sul  (13%),  and  Goias  (12%). 
The  first  crop  experienced  drought  during  the 
early  part  of  the  1999/2000  growing  season 
but  managed  to  recover  with  minimal  damage. 
A  series  of  freezes  associated  with  cold  fronts 
from  Argentina  impacted  winter  crops  in  the 
southern  state  of  Parana  during  mid-July. 
Preliminary  indications  of  the  impact  of  the 
freeze  on  Safrinha  crop  production  is 
estimated  to  be  around  500,000  tons. 

Canada:  Wheat  Estimate  Climbs  as  Corn 

Estimate  Falls 

Canada  wheat  production  for  2000/01  is 
forecast  at  26.5  million  tons,  up  0.5  million 
from  last  month  but  down  0.4  million  tons 
from  last  year.  Area  is  estimated  at  11.0 
million  hectares,  up  6  percent  from  last  year. 
An  increase  in  durum  is  expected  to  offset  a 
decrease  in  spring  wheat.  Rainfall  has  been 


adequate  in  the  wheat  growing  regions  of 
Manitoba,  Saskatchewan,  and  most  of  Alberta, 
and  yields  are  expected  to  be  above  average. 
Southern  Alberta,  however,  is  very  dry  and 
yields  are  expected  to  be  below  normal. 
Planting  began  several  weeks  ahead  of  normal 
this  past  spring  because  of  mild  temperatures, 
but  below-normal  temperatures  in  the  late 
spring  and  early  summer  slowed  wheat 
development.  Above-normal  prairie 
temperatures  in  recent  weeks  have  allowed  the 
crop  to  progress  rapidly  and  harvest  should 
start  in  mid-August.  Corn  production  for 
2000/01  is  estimated  at  8.5  million  tons,  down 
0.5  million  or  6  percent  from  last  month  and 
down  7  percent  from  last  year’s  record  crop  of 

9. 1  million.  Estimate  area  has  dropped  from 

1.2  million  hectares  last  month  to  1.1  million 
this  month.  Producers  in  Ontario  and  Quebec, 
where  most  of  the  com  is  grown,  responded  to 
higher  demand  from  the  livestock  industry  and 
intended  to  plant  a  record  area  of  1.3  million 
hectares  this  past  spring.  However,  torrential 
rains  kept  farmers  from  completing  their 
fieldwork:  the  main  com  growing  region 
received  nearly  twice  the  normal  rainfall 
between  March  30  and  June  30.  Producers 
were  forced  to  switch  to  soybeans  or  leave 
fields  fallow.  Continuing  heavy  rains  during 
July  has  damaged  many  fields  and  encouraged 
disease. 

EU15:  Wheat  and  Rapeseed  Estimates  Fall 

Due  to  Poor  Weather 

The  European  Union  (EU15)  is  forecast  to 
produce  104.9  million  tons  of  wheat  in 
2000/01,  down  2.1  million  tons  from  last 
month  but  up  8  percent  from  last  year.  Wheat 
area  is  forecast  at  17.9  million  hectares,  up  5 
percent  from  last  year.  Rapeseed  production 
for  2000/01  is  estimated  at  9.4  million  tons, 
down  0.6  million  or  6  percent  from  last  month 
and  down  1 7  percent  from  last  year.  Rapeseed 
area  is  estimated  at  3.2  million  hectares,  level 
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with  last  month  but  down  12  percent  from  last 
year.  This  season,  producers  planted  grains  at 
the  expense  of  oilseeds.  Area  sown  to  oilseeds 
was  down  throughout  the  European  Union  due 
to  low  world  prices  and  reduced  oilseed 
payment  under  the  EU-15  Agenda  2000 
Reforms.  Wheat  yields  are  expected  to  be  up 
over  last  year  because  of  higher  planting  in 
several  large,  high-yielding  EU  countries. 
However,  hot  and  dry  conditions  in  Germany 
during  June  and  excessive  rains  during  July  in 
the  United  Kingdom,  France,  and  Germany 
which  delayed  the  harvest  have  reduced  wheat 
and  rapeseed  yield  forecasts. 

Central  Asia:  Cotton  Threatened  by  Long¬ 

term  Drought 

Uzbekistan  lint  production  for  2000/01  is 
estimated  at  4.9  million  bales,  down  0.2 
million  or  4  percent  from  last  month  and  down 
0.4  million  or  8  percent  from  last  year. 
Turkmenistan  output  is  estimated  at  1.0 
million  bales,  down  0.2  million  or  17  percent 
from  last  month  and  down  0.1  million  or  10 
percent  from  last  year.  Winter  precipitation  in 
the  Tien  Shan  mountains  --  the  main  source  of 
irrigation  water  for  the  region  --  has  been 
below  normal  for  four  of  the  past  five  years. 
This  reportedly  has  resulted  in  a  shortage  of 
water  in  some  cotton  regions.  Reports  indicate 
that  roughly  30  percent  of  the  cotton  area  in 
both  Uzbekistan  and  Turkmenistan  has  been 
affected  by  restricted  irrigation  this  year.  The 
impact  of  the  drought  has  been  compounded 
by  outdated  and  inefficient  irrigation  systems. 

China:  Drought  Affects  Corn  and  Soybeans 

China  corn  production  for  2000/01  is 
estimated  at  1 15.0  million  tons,  down  7  million 
from  last  month  and  down  13  million  or  10 
percent  from  last  year’s  bumper  crop.  Area  is 
estimated  at  24.5  million  hectares,  down  1.4 
million  from  a  year  ago,  as  farmers  responded 
to  low  market  and  procurement  prices  by 
reducing  planted  area.  The  largest  area 
reductions  were  in  the  Northeast  and  the 


North  China  Plain,  which  together  account  for 
about  60  percent  of  China’s  total  corn  area. 
These  losses  were  partially  offset  by  increased 
area  in  southern  and  central  China,  where  corn 
was  planted  as  an  alternative  to  early  rice  and 
wheat.  The  crop  was  seriously  affected  by 
drought  in  several  key  production  provinces 
this  summer,  although  recent  widespread 
rainfall  has  improved  yield  prospects.  The 
estimated  yield  of  4.69  tons/hectare  is  down  5 
percent  from  last  year  and  the  lowest  since  the 
drought-impacted  crop  of  1997/98. 

China’s  2000/01  soybean  crop  is  estimated  at 
15.0  million  tons,  down  0.8  million  or  5 
percent  from  last  month,  but  up  5  percent  from 
last  year.  Area  is  estimated  at  9.3  million 
hectares,  up  more  than  13  percent  from 
1999/00  due  to  higher  prices,  strong  domestic 
demand  for  soybean  products,  and  local 
government  policies  that  encouraged  soybean 
production.  In  the  main  soybean-growing 
region  of  the  Northeast,  at  least  500,000 
hectares  were  reportedly  switched  from  com 
to  soybeans  this  year.  Summer  drought  in  the 
Northeast  (45  percent  of  total  soybean  area) 
and  parts  of  the  North  China  Plain  (20  -  25 
percent)  had  a  serious  impact  on  yield. 
Estimated  yield  for  the  2000/01  crop  is  1.61 
tons/hectare,  down  8  percent  from  last  year 
and  well  below  the  5-year  average. 

Ukraine:  Wheat  and  Bariev  Yield  Prospects 

Reduced  bv  Wet  Weather 

Wheat  production  in  Ukraine  for  2000/01  is 
estimated  at  11.5  million  tons,  down  0.5 
million  or  4  percent  from  last  month,  and 
down  2.0  million  or  15  percent  from  last  year. 
Barley  production  estimates  for  2000/01 
increased  from  5.5  million  tons  last  month  to 
6.0  million  tons,  based  on  final  sown-area 
statistics  released  by  the  State  Statistical 
Committee.  The  month-to-month  barley 
increase  was  the  result  of  a  20-percent 
increase  in  estimated  area  to  4.0  million 
hectares.  Yield  estimates  for  both  wheat  and 
barley  fell  from  last  month  because  of 
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persistently  wet  weather  during  July,  which 
has  damaged  crops  and  interrupted  harvest 
operations.  Compounding  the  dryness  is 
continued  inadequate  application  of  fertilizers 
and  pesticides,  which  also  will  lower  yield 
potential. 

Kazakstan:  Wheat  and  Bariev  Conditions 

Remain  Favorable 

Wheat  production  in  Kazakstan  for  2000/0 1  is 
estimated  at  8.0  million  tons,  up  1 .0  million  or 
14  percent  from  last  month,  but  down  3.2 
million  or  29  percent  from  last  year.  Area  is 
estimated  at  9.0  million  hectares,  unchanged 
from  last  month,  but  up  0.3  million  or  3 
percent  from  last  year.  Barley  production  is 
estimated  at  2.0  million  tons,  up  0.5  million 
from  last  month,  but  down  0.3  million  from 
last  year.  Area  is  estimated  at  1.8  million 
hectares,  unchanged  from  last  month,  but  up 
0.1  million  or  6  percent  from  last  year. 
Conditions  have  been  consistently  favorable  in 
north-central  Kazakstan,  the  main  spring-grain 
production  zone;  however,  yield  is  not 
expected  to  match  the  near-record  output  of 
last  year,  when  growing  conditions  were 
nearly  ideal. 

Romania:  Wheat  Harvest  Upped  in  Face  of 

Drought 

Romania  wheat  production  for  2000/01  is 
estimated  at  3.8  million  tons,  up  0.5  million  or 
7  percent  from  last  month,  but  down  1.0 
million  from  last  year.  The  revision  is  based 
on  preliminary  yield  data  (harvest  was  nearing 
completion  in  early  August)  and  other  reports 
which  indicate  that  the  wheat  crop  will  be 
slightly  better  than  earlier  forecast.  Drought 
has  prevailed  in  eastern  Europe  since  last 
winter,  and  was  particularly  severe  in  eastern 
and  southern  Romania. 


Poland:  Rye  Production  Drops  on  Late 

Frost  and  Drought 

Poland  rye  production  for  2000/01  is 
estimated  at  4. 1  million  tons,  down  0.5  million 
or  1 1  percent  from  last  month  and  down  1 . 1 
million  or  21  percent  from  last  year.  The 
reduced  yield  estimate  is  attributed  to  a  late 
spring  frost  followed  by  persistent  drought. 
The  hardest-hit  growing  regions  are  in  the 
central  and  eastern  provinces.  Rye, 
traditionally  cultivated  on  sandy  and  less  fertile 
soils,  suffered  more  from  the  effects  of  the 
drought  than  did  crops  planted  in  soils  with  a 
higher  moisture-holding  capacity.  Rye  yields 
are  forecast  to  decline  by  20-24  percent. 
Although  rains  have  returned  to  the  northern 
countries  of  eastern  Europe,  including  Poland, 
crops  have  already  suffered  significant  crop 
damage. 

Brazil:  Cotton  Production  up  on  Favorable 

Prices 

Brazil  cotton  production  for  2000/01  is 
forecast  at  3.2  million  bales,  up  0.3  million  or 

10  percent  from  both  last  month  and  last  year. 
Harvested  area  is  forecast  at  0.8  million 
hectares,  up  4  percent  from  last  month,  and  up 

1 1  percent  from  last  year.  Cotton  production 
in  Brazil  has  recently  shifted  from  the 
traditional  states  of  Parana  and  Sao  Paulo  into 
the  states  of  Mato  Grosso  and  Goias. 
Commercial  plantations  with  access  to  credit 
and  using  increased  levels  of  technological 
inputs  combined  with  a  favorable  climate 
continue  to  boost  yields  in  Mato  Grosso. 
Favorable  cotton  prices  fueled  by  increased 
domestic  demand  and  reduced  imports  of 
cotton  yarn  and  fabrics  following  the 
devaluation  of  the  Real  are  contributing  to  the 
rapid  area  increase  in  states  such  as  Mato 
Grosso.  Relatively  lower  soybean  prices  are 
also  encouraging  some  traditional  soybean 
farmers  in  the  southern  states  of  Rio  Grande 
do  Sul  and  Parana  to  shift  area  to  either  com 
or  cotton. 
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China:  Rice  Area  Declines  in  2000/01 

China  rice  production  for  2000/0 1  is  estimated 
slightly  lower  this  month  at  136.5  million  tons 
(milled  basis)  due  to  lower  area.  Total  rice 
area  is  estimated  at  30.3  million  hectares, 
down  3  percent  from  last  year.  The  Chinese 
Government  announced  that  early  rice  area  for 
2000/01  dropped  by  more  than  0.9  million 
hectares  in  response  to  lower  prices  and 
government  polices  designed  to  reduce  the 


output  of  low-quality  crops  such  as  early  rice 
and  spring  wheat.  Late  rice  and  single-crop 
rice  area  may  also  drop  this  year  due  to 
shifting  crop  patterns  and  drought  in  northern 
China  during  the  planting  season.  The  weather 
in  the  major  rice-growing  regions  was 
generally  favorable  this  summer,  with  adequate 
rainfall,  warm  temperatures  and  limited  flood 
damage.  A  record  yield  of  4.5  tons/hectare  is 
forecast  for  the  2000/01  crop. 
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TABLE  1 

U.S.  Crop  Acreage,  Yield,  and  Production 
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TABLE  2 

World  Crop  Production  Summary 
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1/  Includes  wheat,  coarse  grains,  and  rice  (milled)  shown  above. 

21  Includes  soybean,  cottonseed,  peanut  (inshell),  sunflowerseed,  rapeseed  for  individual  countries.  Copra  and  palm  kernel  are  added  to  world  totals. 

Note:  Entries  of  0.0  indicate  no  reported  or  insignificant  production. 

August  2000  Production  Estimates  and  Crop  Assessment  Division,  FAS,  USDA 


TABLE  3 

Wheat  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  4 

Total  Coarse  Grain  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  5 

Corn  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 
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TABLE  1 1 

Total  Oilseed  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  17 

Copra,  Palm  Kernel,  and  Palm  Oil  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 


Production 

Change  in  Production 

Country/Region 

1998/99 

Prel. 

1999/00 

2000/01  Proj. 
July  Aug. 

From  last  month 

From  las 

tyear 

Million  metric  tons 

MMT 

Percent 

MMT 

Percent 

COPRA 

World 

4.32 

4.83 

5.15 

5.15 

0.00 

0.00 

0.32 

6.54 

Philippines 

1.35 

1.80 

2.00 

2.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.20 

11.11 

Indonesia 

1.29 

1.32 

1.38 

1.38 

0.00 

0.00 

0.06 

4.55 

India 

0.70 

0.73 

0.75 

0.75 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

3.45 

Mexico 

0.21 

0.20 

0.24 

0.24 

0.00 

0.00 

0.03 

16.26 

Sri  Lanka 

0.07 

0.07 

0.07 

0.07 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Vietnam 

0.17 

0.17 

0.17 

0.17 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Malaysia 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.00 

0.00 

-0.00 

-11.76 

Others 

0.52 

0.53 

0.53 

0.53 

0.00 

0.00 

-0.00 

-0.00 

PALM  KERNEL 

World 

5.62 

6.28 

6.43 

6.43 

0.00 

0.00 

0.15 

2.32 

Malaysia 

2.79 

3.16 

3.20 

3.20 

0.00 

0.00 

0.04 

1.27 

Indonesia 

1.71 

1.92 

2.00 

2.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.08 

4.17 

Nigeria 

0.35 

0.35 

0.35 

0.35 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Cote  d’Ivoire 

0.06 

0.07 

0.07 

0.07 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

1.54 

Colombia 

0.10 

0.10 

0.11 

0.11 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

5.00 

Thailand 

0.08 

0.15 

0.16 

0.16 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

1.97 

Zaire 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Ecuador 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

2.56 

Others 

0.45 

0.46 

0.48 

0.48 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

3.49 

PALM  OIL 

World 

19.20 

21.27 

22.08 

22.08 

0.00 

0.00 

0.81 

3.81 

Malaysia 

9.76 

10.70 

11.10 

11.10 

0.00 

0.00 

0.40 

3.74 

Indonesia 

5.80 

6.50 

6.80 

6.80 

0.00 

0.00 

0.30 

4.62 

Nigeria 

0.74 

0.76 

0.80 

0.80 

0.00 

0.00 

0.04 

5.26 

Cote  d'Ivoire 

0.31 

0.31 

0.32 

0.32 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

1.61 

Colombia 

0.49 

0.50 

0.51 

0.51 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

2.00 

Thailand 

0.40 

0.71 

0.72 

0.72 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

1.84 

Zaire 

0.14 

0.15 

0.15 

0.15 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Ecuador 

0.25 

0.24 

0.25 

0.25 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

2.94 

Others 

1.32 

1.41 

1.44 

1.44 

0.00 

0.00 

0.04 

2.49 
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TABLE  18 

Cotton  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  19 


The  table  below  presents  a  19-year  record  of  the  differences  between  the  August 
projection  and  the  final  estimate.  Using  world  wheat  production  as  an  example, 
changes  between  the  August  projection  and  the  final  estimate  have  averaged 
12.8  million  tons  (2.4  percent)  and  ranged  from  -32.1  to  19.5  million  tons.  The 
August  projection  has  been  below  the  final  10  times  and  above  the  final  9  times. 


RELIABILITY  OF  PRODUCTION  PROJECTIONS 


COMMODITY  AND 


PROJECTION  AND  FINAL  ESTIMATES,  1981/82  - 1999/00  1/ 


REGION 

Difference 

Lowest 

Highest 

Average 

Average 

Difference 

Percent 

--Million  metric  tons — 

WHEAT 

World 

2.4 

12.8 

-32.1 

19.5 

U.S. 

1.8 

1.2 

-3.4 

4.2 

Foreign 

2.6 

12.1 

-31.1 

17.8 

COARSE  GRAINS  3/ 

World 

1.8 

14.6 

-45.9 

26.9 

U.S. 

5.3 

11.2 

-21.8 

31.4 

Foreign 

1.7 

10.1 

-28.8 

13.8 

RICE  (Milled) 

World 

2.2 

7.5 

-24.4 

3.5 

U.S. 

5.0 

0.3 

-0.6 

0.4 

Foreign 

2.3 

7.5 

-24.7 

3.8 

SOYBEANS 

World 

2.9 

3.4 

-9.1 

5.0 

U.S. 

4.8 

2.7 

-6.4 

6.2 

Foreign 

6.1 

3.5 

-10.2 

6.1 

—Mill 

ion  480-lb.  bales— 

COTTON 

World 

3.7 

3.0 

-11.1 

10.5 

U.S. 

5.8 

0.9 

-1.9 

3.9 

Foreign 

3.9 

2.7 

-10.7 

10.2 

UNITED  STATES 

- /I 

\/lillion  bushels- 

CORN 

5.8 

401 

-889 

1,079 

SORGHUM 

6.1 

41 

-82 

83 

BARLEY 

4.5 

20 

-63 

67 

OATS 

6.8 

19 

-26 

57 

Below 

Final 


Above 

Final 


Number  of  years  21 


10 

7 

10 


13 

13 

10 


14 
11 

15 


10 

8 

10 


10 

11 

9 


12 

12 

8 

5 


9 

12 

9 


7 

7 

11 

14 


1/  The  final  estimate  for  1981/82-1998/99  is  defined  as  the  first  November  estimate  following  the  marketing  year. 
2/  May  not  total  19  if  projection  was  the  same  as  the  final. 

3/  Includes  corn,  sorghum,  barley,  oats,  rye,  millet,  and  mixed  grain. 

August  2000  Production  Estimates  and  Crop  Assessment  Division,  FAS,  USDA 
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MAP  2 


July  normal  crop  calendar 


Summer  crops 


Canada 

Small  Grains:  Heading 
Rapeseed:  Flowering  * 
Corn:  Vegetative 


Europe 

Corn:  Silking  (France,  Hungary) 
Sunflowers:  Blooming  * 

Small  Grains:  Maturing 


United  States 

Small  Grains:  Filling  to 
Maturing 

Corn:  Silking  * 
Soybeans:  Flowering  * 
Sorghum:  Heading  * 
Cotton:  Blooming  * 

E 


Mexico 

Corn  &  Sorghum: 

Vegetative  to  Reproductive* 


Former  Soviet  Union 
Corn:  Silking  * 

Sunflowers:  Blooming  * 

Small  Grains:  Filling  (West)  *; 

Heading  (East) 

Cotton:  Flowering  (Central  Asia) 


West  Africa 
Coarse  Grain,  Rice: 
Planting  (Sahel); 
Harvesting  (Coast) 


South  Asia 

Cotton,  Grain,  &  Oilseeds: 
Planting  /  Vegetative 


Brazil 

Coffee,  Citrus,  & 
Sugarcane:  Harvesting 


H 


3S 


East  Africa 

Maize,  Sorghum:  Rep.*  - 
Filling  (Kenya,  Ethiopia) 
Grains:  Planting  (Sudan) 
Small  Grains:  Planting 
(Ethiopia) 

Belg  (minor)  Grains: 
Harvesting  (Ethiopia) 


China 

Corn:  Silking  * 

Soybeans:  Podding  * 
Cotton:  Flowering  * 

Early  Rice:  Harvesting 
Single  Rice:  Heading  * 
Late  Rice:  Planting 
TT 

Southeast  Asia 
Rice:  Heading  * 

Corn:  Silking  * 


Australia 

Sugarcane:  Harvesting 


Winter  crops 


Former  Soviet  Union 

Grains:  Maturing  (North); 

Harvesting  (South) 


Europe 

Grains:  Maturing  (England,  Poland); 

Harvest  (France,  Hungary) 
Rapeseed:  Harvesting 


Argentina  /  Brazil 
Wheat:  Vegetative 


*  Moisture  /  Temperature  Sensitive  Stage  of  Development 

JOINT  AGRICULTURAL  WEATHER  FACILITY  (NOAA/USDA) 
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MAP  3 


August  normal  crop  calendar 


Summer  crops 


Winter  crops 


Europe. 

Grains:  Harvesting 
Rapeseed:  Planting 
T^F 


Former  Soviet  Union 
Grains:  Planting  (North); 
Pre-Planting  (South) 


Brazil 

Wheat:  Heading  * 


Middle  East  &  Egypt 
Wheat:  Harvesting 


Australia 

Wheat:  Vegetative 

Argentina 

Wheat:  Vegetative 

*  Moisture  /  Temperature  Sensitive  Stage  of  Development 

JOINT  AGRICULTURAL  WEATHER  FACILITY  (NOAA/USDA) 
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WEATHER  BRIEFS 


India:  Monsoon  Takes  Prolonged  Break  In 

West 

A  prolonged  break  in  the  monsoon  brought 
unseasonable  dryness  to  much  of  western, 
central,  and  southern  India,  the  exception 
being  a  pocket  of  locally  heavy  rain  falling 
over  India’s  southern  tip.  As  of  August  9,  dry 
weather  over  the  past  three  to  four  weeks  has 
depleted  soil  moisture  reserves  from  Gujarat  to 
southern  Andhra  Pradesh,  limiting  moisture 
available  to  grains,  oilseeds,  cotton,  and 
sugarcane.  Hot  weather,  with  highs  in  the 
upper  30's  Celsius  has  exacerbated  the 
situation  and  increased  the  potential  for  stress. 
The  dryness  in  the  major  soybean  growing 
area  of  western  Madhya  Pradesh  and  environs, 
however,  was  generally  beneficial  following 
recent  weeks  of  wetness.  In  contrast,  rainfall 
has  been  locally  heavy  in  areas  of  eastern  India 
and  Bangladesh  during  this  period,  resulting  in 
locally  severe  flooding. 

China:  Summer  Crop  Weather.  Year-to-Date 

Northeast  China  accounts  for  about  30  percent 
of  total  corn  area  and  45  percent  of  total 
soybean  area,  while  the  North  China  Plain 
accounts  for  about  35  percent  of  China’s  total 
corn  area  and  30  percent  of  total  soybean  area. 
Abundant  precipitation  during  the  winter  of 
1999/2000  supplied  adequate  soil  moisture  for 
planting  in  the  Northeast,  but  spring  drought 
on  the  North  China  Plain  caused  planting 
delays.  Temperatures  and  rainfall  were  mostly 
favorable  through  mid-May,  but  unusually  hot 
and  dry  weather  in  June  spread  across  the 
Manchurian  plain  and  extended  south  into  the 
North  China  Plain,  creating  stressful 
conditions  for  vegetative  crops,  particularly 
corn,  soybeans,  spring  wheat,  and  rice. 
Occasional  showers  in  late  June  and  early  July 
provided  limited  relief,  and  soil  moisture  was 
further  depleted  by  very  high  temperatures  (3 
to  5  C.  above  normal)  which  dominated  the 


area.  The  drought  reached  its  peak  around 
mid-July,  just  as  the  com  crop  was  entering 
the  silking  stage,  and  local  sources  were  very 
concerned  about  its  possible  impact  on  corn 
and  soybean  yields.  These  concerns  have  been 
eased  slightly  by  the  arrival  of  timely  rainfall  in 
late  July  and  early  August,  which  has  reduced 
the  moisture  deficit  and  lowered  temperatures 
in  the  Northeast.  Heilongjiang  has  seen  the 
greatest  improvement  in  crop  condition, 
Liaoning  and  Jilin  received  a  few  beneficial 
showers  but  soil  moisture  levels  remained 
lower  than  normal.  Parts  of  the  North  China 
Plain  received  unusually  heavy  rain  in  July,  and 
serious  local  flooding  and  crop  damage  was 
reported  in  Henan  and  Shaanxi  provinces.  The 
northern  part  of  the  North  China  Plain 
remained  affected  by  drought  until  early 
August,  when  soaking  rains  started  to  move 
into  the  region  and  provide  needed  moisture. 
Summer  crops  on  the  North  China  Plain 
normally  enter  reproduction  in  late  July  and 
early  August.  Most  areas  have  adequate  soil 
moisture  and  can  expect  additional  rainfall,  but 
stressful  weather  earlier  in  the  summer  may 
have  had  a  lasting  impact  on  yields. 

Mexico:  More  Rain  Needed  Across  Southern 

Plateau 

During  the  week  of  July  30  through  August  5, 
scattered  showers  favored  com  across  most  of 
the  southern  Plateau  Corn  Belt.  This  rain  was 
welcome,  since  rainfall  has  been  only  roughly 
about  50  percent  of  normal  for  the  2000 
growing  season.  Portions  of  the  central  corn 
belt  (Michoacan  and  Guanajuato)  had  missed 
the  rain  of  the  past  few  weeks.  Corn  typically 
advances  through  the  moisture-critical 
reproductive  stage  from  mid-July  to  mid- 
August  across  the  central  and  southern 
growing  areas.  Scattered  showers  during  late 
July  and  early  August  increased  moisture 
supplies  across  northern  Mexico,  especially  in 
the  northeast  (Tamaulipas).  However,  more 
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rain  is  needed  in  Coahuila  and  Nuevo  Leon. 
During  the  same  period,  the  Yucatan 
Peninsula  received  light  showers,  while  heavier 
showers  fell  across  southeastern  Mexico 
(Tabasco,  eastern  Oaxaca,  and  Veracruz). 


With  the  generally  dry  trend  during  the  2000 
corn  growing  season,  and  the  crop  in  the 
reproductive  stage,  more  rain  is  needed  to 
achieve  and  maintain  favorable  crop 
conditions. 
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FEATURE  COMMODITY  ARTICLES 


WORLD  SOYBEAN  PRODUCTION 

World  soybean  production  in  2000/01  is  forecast  at  a  record  169. 1  million  tons,  up  8  percent  from 
1999/2000,  and  up  6  percent  from  1998/99.  Output  is  forecast  to  renew  its  upward  trend  in  2000/01 
after  declining  in  1999/2000,  due  to  regional  dryness  in  some  of  the  major  producers.  Crop  growing 
conditions  have  been  favorable  so  far  this  year  in  the  United  States,  but  problematic  in  some  other 
northern  hemisphere  producers.  The  greater  part  of  the  southern  hemisphere  crop  will  be  planted 
starting  in  October. 

United  States:  Soybean  production  for  2000/01  is  forecast  by  the  National  Agricultural  Statistics 
Service  at  a  record  81.3  million  tons,  up  13  percent  from  1999/00  based  on  record  area  and  yield. 
Growing  conditions  have  been  generally  favorable,  but  parts  of  the  western  Midwest  and  southern 
growing  regions  have  been  affected  by  abnormally  low  soil  moisture.  Output  in  1999/2000  dropped 
4  percent  to  71.9  million  tons,  despite  area  of  29.3  million  hectares,  because  of  local  and  in  some 
places  regional  dryness  which  reduced  average  yield.  Area  has  expanded  by  30  percent  from  1990/91 
in  response  to  increased  world  demand.  In  addition,  new  soybean  varieties  have  increased 
productivity  in  drier  western  areas  of  the  United  States,  while  at  the  same  time  the  1 996  “Freedom 
to  Farm”  act  enabled  farmers  to  plant  crops  that  the  market  wanted  instead  of  being  forced  to  plant 
certain  crops  in  order  to  maintain  compliance  with  government  programs. 

Brazil:  Brazil’s  2000/01  soybean  crop  (to  be  planted  late  October  through  December)  is  forecast  at 
32.8  million  metric  tons,  up  4  percent  from  1999/2000.  Harvested  area  is  forecast  at  13.4  million 
hectares,  up  by  only  1  percent  from  last  year.  The  potential  for  an  expansion  in  soybean  area  is 
dampened  by  expectations  for  strong  domestic  cotton  and  com  prices,  as  well  as  prospects  for 
weaker  prices  due  to  a  record  U.S.  soybean  crop.  Farmers  in  the  traditional  soybean  states  of  Rio 
Grande  do  Sul  and  Parana  are  likely  to  plant  more  com  or  cotton  in  response  to  the  market  forces. 
Early  indications  are  that  the  soybean  areas  in  Parana  and  Rio  Grande  do  Sul  may  decrease  by 
100,000  hectares  each,  while  Mato  Grosso  may  see  an  increase  of  200,000  hectares  over  last  year. 
The  outlook  for  the  2000/0 1  soybean  crop  depends  upon  the  crop  in  the  southern  state  of  Rio  Grande 
do  Sul,  which  has  had  three  consecutive  drought  years  with  low  yields. 

Brazil’ s  1 999/2000  soybean  production  is  estimated  at  3 1 .4  million  tons,  up  0. 1  million  from  1 998/99. 
Harvested  area  is  estimated  at  13.3  million  hectares,  up  3  percent  from  1998/99.  The  1999/2000 
growing  season  was  characterized  by  planting  delays  due  to  drought  in  the  southern  states  of  Rio 
Grande  do  Sul,  Santa  Catarina,  Parana,  Sao  Paulo,  and  Mato  Grosso  do  Sul.  Better  than  expected 
yields  in  Mato  Grosso  and  Bahia  boosted  soybean  production  and  made  up  for  losses  elsewhere  in 
the  country. 

Argentina:  The  steady  upward  trend  in  production  is  expected  to  continue  in  2000/01.  Production 
is  forecast  at  a  new  record  21.5  million  tons,  up  0.8  million  or  4  percent  from  1999/2000.  A  record 
area  of  8.8  million  hectares  is  also  forecast,  which  is  0.2  million  hectares  or  3  percent  higher  than 
1 999/2000.  Additional  area  is  expected  to  come  from  areas  previously  planted  to  sunflowerseed  and 
possibly  new  areas  brought  under  cultivation.  However,  the  amount  of  area  planted  will  depend  on 
market  conditions  at  the  time  of  planting.  Planting  typically  begins  in  late  October  and  continues 
through  December.  Soybean  output  for  1999/2000  is  estimated  at  20.7  million  tons.  Despite  a 
slower  and  drier  than  normal  start  to  the  season,  a  record  area  was  planted.  Growing  conditions 
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generally  improved  as  the  season  progressed,  with  better  and  wetter  than  normal  conditions 
characterizing  the  west.  However,  Entre-Rios  province  and  adjacent  areas  continued  to  experience 
dry  conditions  for  a  large  part  of  the  growing  season.  Expectations  for  a  record  yield  were  lessened 
somewhat  by  heavy  rainfall  that  occurred  during  the  harvest  in  April  and  May.  The  excess  moisture 
reduced  yields  and  quality  in  affected  areas  of  southern  Santa  Fe,  northern  Buenos  Aires  and  Entre 
Rios.  Area  and  yield  for  the  1999/2000  crop  are  estimated  at  8.2  million  hectares  and  2.42 
tons/hectare,  respectively. 

China:  China  is  fourth-largest  producer  of  soybeans  in  the  world  after  the  United  States,  Brazil,  and 
Argentina.  Production  for  2000/01  is  estimated  at  15.0  million  tons,  up  5  percent  from  last  year. 
Estimated  area  is  up  13  percent  to  9.3  million  hectares  due  to  higher  prices,  strong  domestic  demand 
for  soybean  products,  and  government  policies  that  encouraged  soybean  production.  In  the  main 
soybean-growing  area  of  Northeast  China,  at  least  500,000  hectares  were  reportedly  switched  from 
com  to  soybeans  this  year.  A  reduction  in  spring  wheat  area  also  opened  up  land  for  soybean 
expansion.  Soybean  area  was  reported  higher  in  Inner  Mongolia,  the  North  China  Plain,  Hubei,  and 
Sichuan. 

Northeast  China  (Heilongjiang,  Liaoning,  Jilin,  and  Inner  Mongolia)  accounts  for  about  45  percent 
of  total  soybean  area.  There  was  adequate  soil  moisture  for  planting,  and  the  weather  was  mostly 
favorable  through  mid-May.  Unusually  hot  and  dry  weather  in  late-May  and  June 
created  stressful  conditions  for  vegetative  crops,  and  scattered  showers  in  late  June  and  early  July 
provided  only  limited  relief.  The  drought  reached  its  peak  around  mid- July,  but  widespread  rainfall 
in  late-July  and  early- August  has  reduced  the  moisture  deficit  and  improved  conditions,  particularly 
in  Heilongjiang.  The  situation  is  less  favorable  in  Liaoning  and  Jilin  which  remain  drier  than  normal 
for  the  season.  The  North  China  Plain  (Shandong,  Henan,  Hebei,  Shanxi,  Anhui,  and  Jiangsu) 
accounts  for  about  30  percent  of  total  soybean  area.  Spring  planting  was  delayed  by  a  serious 
drought,  but  above-normal  rainfall  in  June  and  July  eliminated  the  moisture  deficit  in  many  areas. 
Local  flooding  was  reported  in  Henan  and  Shaanxi,  and  some  crops  in  low-lying  areas  may  have  been 
damaged.  Parts  of  Hebei,  Shandong,  and  Shanxi  were  affected  by  drought  into  August,  and  below 
normal  yields  are  expected  in  these  provinces. 

India:  Soybean  production  is  forecast  to  increase  to  5.7  million  tons  in  2000/01.  This  is  an  increase 
of  0.5  million  tons  over  last  season's  crop  which  was  reduced  because  of  low  prices  and  unfavorable 
weather.  During  early  2000  soybean  prices  dropped  to  10  percent  below  the  government's  support 
price  of  $  198/ton;  however,  they  recovered  somewhat  by  planting  time  due  to  the  firming  of  world 
soybean  meal  prices.  The  slightly  improved  prices  have  resulted  in  a  larger  planted  area  this  season 
by  encouraging  farmers  to  shift  from  coarse  grains  to  soybeans.  The  current  2000/01  monsoon  began 
on  June  1  and  has  provided  generally  good  planting  and  growing  conditions  in  the  main  soybean  areas 
of  Madhya  Pradesh  and  Uttar  Pradesh.  Additionally,  in  mid- July  the  marginal  soybean  areas  of 
Gujarat  and  Rajasthan  received  significant  rainfall. 

Canada:  Soybean  production  for  2000/01  is  estimated  at  2.8  million  tons,  slightly  beneath  last  year’s 
record  crop.  Estimated  harvested  area  increased  by  10  percent  to  a  record  1.1  million  hectares  in 
2000/01 .  Area  rose  0. 1  million  hectares  from  both  last  year  and  Statistics  Canada’s  March  forecast. 
Harvested  area  was  expected  to  be  steady  this  year  after  rising  in  the  mid-1990s  as  crushing  capacity 
in  Ontario  was  increased.  The  rise  in  estimated  soybean  area  since  March  comes  as  a  result  of  a  drop 
in  corn  area.  Excessive  rainfall  throughout  the  spring  in  Ontario,  which  grows  86  percent  of 
Canada’s  soybeans  and  63  percent  of  its  corn,  prevented  fieldwork  early  in  the  season.  The  main  com 
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and  soybean  growing  area  in  Ontario  received  179  percent  of  its  normal  rainfall  between  March  30 
and  June  30.  As  a  result,  many  farmers  opted  to  plant  soybeans  because  of  the  shorter  required 
growing  season.  Yield  is  expected  to  drop  below  the  five-year  average  to  2.5  tons  per  hectare.  This 
is  because  many  fields  were  planted  late,  cool  temperatures  slowed  growth,  and  many  fields  that  were 
planted  on  time  had  to  be  re-seeded  because  of  uneven  emergence.  Continuing  excessive  moisture 
is  encouraging  root  rot  and  other  diseases,  and  soybean  crop  conditions  are  reported  to  be  highly 
variable  across  Ontario.  Most  of  the  crop  received  150  to  250  percent  of  its  normal  rainfall  in  July. 

Indonesia:  Soybean  production  for  2000/01  is  forecast  at  1 .4  million  tons,  up  slightly  from  last  year 
but  below  the  record  high  of  1.8  million  achieved  in  1991/92.  Harvested  area  is  estimated  at  1.2 
million  hectares,  up  3  percent  from  last  year,  but  down  from  the  early  1 990s.  Yield  is  estimated  at 
a  near  record  1 .21  tons  per  hectare,  maintaining  the  upward  yield  trend  of  the  past  decade.  While 
Indonesia  is  the  world’s  largest  consumer  of  soybeans  for  food  use,  it  is  more  profitable  for 
Indonesian  farmers  to  grow  other  crops  such  as  rice.  Indonesia’s  climate  is  not  ideal  for  soybeans, 
which  along  with  low  profits  keeps  the  country  a  net  importer. 
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DURUM  WHEAT  PROSPECTS  FOR  2000/01 


Total  durum  wheat  production  for  2000/01  for  selected  durum-producing  countries  is  estimated  at 
27.8  million  tons,  up  2.8  million  from  last  year  due  to  increases  in  the  United  States,  EU1 5,  and  near 
record  large  production  in  Canada,  accounting  for  half  the  increase  for  2000/0 1 .  These  countries  are 
estimated  to  account  for  67  percent  of  the  durum  production  for  2000/01 .  Reductions  are  expected 
in  the  northwest  African  countries  of  Tunisia,  Morocco,  and  Algeria.  Selected  country  data  on  area, 
yield  and  production  can  be  found  in  Tables  1-3. 

On  aggregate,  durum  accounts  for  5  percent  of  world’s  total  wheat  production.  Harvested  area  for 
2000/01  is  estimated  at  15.9  million  hectares,  up  0.5  million  from  last  year.  Yields  are  forecast  at 
1.77  tons  per  hectare,  slightly  above  the  5-year  average  of  1.71  tons. 

United  States:  Total  U.S.  durum  wheat  production  for  2000/01  is  forecast  at  3. 1  million  tons,  up  16 
percent  from  last  season  according  to  the  National  Agricultural  Statistics  Service’s  August  1 1  Crop 
Production  report.  Yield  is  forecast  at  1.9  tons  per  hectare,  down  from  last  month,  but  up  4  percent 
from  last  season.  Although  the  major  durum  producing  state  of  North  Dakota  has  had  a  better 
growing  season  than  last  year,  potential  yield  has  been  reduced  from  earlier  forecasts  because  of 
disease  problems.  The  crop  has  matured  at  a  pace  more  than  a  week  ahead  of  average  due  to  early 
planting  and  favorable  growing  conditions.  In  Montana,  the  second  largest  durum  producing  state, 
the  crop  has  benefitted  from  generally  good  moisture  conditions. 

Canada:  Many  producers  switched  to  planting  durum  instead  of  other  types  of  spring  wheat  this  year. 
A  drought  in  the  durum-growing  regions  of  north  Africa,  an  important  durum  consumer,  encouraged 
producers  to  plant  durum  this  year.  Higher  world  prices  were  also  a  key  factor.  This  season’s 
forecast  area  of  2.6  million  hectares  is  up  48  percent  from  last  year.  More  than  80  percent  of  the  crop 
is  grown  in  the  province  of  Saskatchewan.  The  eastern  Saskatchewan  main  durum  region  has 
received  excellent  rainfall,  and  the  western  part  of  the  province  received  average  rainfall.  Yields  are 
expected  to  be  above  average  at  2.3 1  tons  per  hectare,  but  still  below  last  year’s  record.  Production 
is  estimated  at  6.0  million  tons,  up  0.7  million  or  40  percent  from  last  year,  but  short  of  1998/99's 
record  6.1  million  harvest. 

EU-15:  Durum  wheat  output  is  estimated  at  9.4  million  tons,  up  1.6  million  or  21  percent  from  last 
year.  Production  is  up  in  almost  every  European  country,  most  notably  in  Spain,  France,  and  Italy. 
Total  harvested  area  is  forecast  at  3.6  million  hectares,  up  1  percent  from  last  year.  The  increase  in 
area  this  year  can  be  attributed  to  strong  world  prices,  a  drought  in  northern  Africa,  and  a  change  in 
the  European  Union’s  Common  Agricultural  Policy  that  makes  it  more  desirable  for  farmers  to  grow 
grains  over  oilseeds.  Forecast  yield  is  up  7  percent  from  last  year,  from  2.44  to  2.62  tons  per  hectare. 
A  major  reason  for  the  jump  in  total  yields  was  the  rise  in  Spain’s  durum  yield.  Spain  grows  22 
percent  of  the  EU- 1 5's  durum.  Last  year  Spain  experienced  a  devastating  drought  in  its  major  durum- 
growing  area  in  the  south.  Spanish  yields  were  up  70  percent  this  year  over  last  year  from  1 .32  to 
2.25  tons  per  hectare  due  to  timely  rains.  This  resulted  in  Spain  growing  an  estimated  1 . 1  million 
tons  more  durum  this  year.  In  France,  durum  production  was  also  up  strongly  this  year,  rising  12 
percent  from  1.5  million  tons  to  1.7  million.  France’s  area  was  up  and  yields  also  rose  following 
beneficial  rains.  Italy’s  durum  harvest  is  also  forecast  to  be  up  significantly,  from  4. 1  million  tons  last 
year  to  4.3  this  year.  This  is  due  chiefly  to  a  4-percent  year-to-year  increase  yield  from  2.50  to  2.61 
tons  per  hectare.  Italy  had  favorable  weather  for  durum  development  this  year  as  opposed  to  last  year, 
when  a  spring  drought  followed  by  intensive  rains  harmed  the  crop. 
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Former  Soviet  Union:  Russia  and  Kazakstan  are  the  primary  growers  of  durum  in  the  former  Soviet 
Union,  but  official  data  on  durum  area  and  production  are  not  routinely  published.  Based  on 
information  gathered  from  local  officials,  and  on  weather  and  crop  conditions,  Russian  output  for 
2000/0 1  is  estimated  at  1 . 8  million  tons,  up  0.2  million  from  last  year.  Weather  for  crops  in  the  Volga 
Valley,  the  chief  durum  production  region  in  Russia,  has  been  generally  favorable  and  much  better 
than  last  year.  Kazakstan  output  is  not  forecast  to  match  last  year’s  bumper  crop,  but  indicators  point 
toward  an  above-average  grain  harvest  this  year.  Durum  production  is  estimated  at  0.7  million  tons, 
down  from  0.8  million  last  year. 

India:  Durum  is  grown  mainly  in  central  India’s  states  of  Madhya  Pradesh,  Gujarat  and  parts  of 
Punjab.  The  2000/01  crop  is  estimated  at  1.0  million  tons  due  to  favorable  seasonal  growing 
conditions  occurring  primarily  in  the  states  of  Punjab  and  Madhya  Pradesh.  Cooler  than  normal 
temperatures  during  the  early  portion  of  the  season  promoted  tiller  development  and  resulted  in 
higher  yields  in  these  states.  Reports  suggest  a  stable  production  level  of  1 .0  million  tons  for  the  last 
several  years.  Planting  occurs  in  November  with  harvesting  operations  during  April  and  May  the 
following  year.  Demand  for  speciality  wheat  flour  such  as  durum  may  increase  due  to  the  growth  of 
fast  foods  and  increasing  consumption  of  noodle  and  pasta  products  in  India  offsetting  some  of 
India’s  traditional  foods. 

Turkey:  Durum  production  for  2000/01  is  estimated  at  2.0  million  tons,  up  0.4  million  from  last 
year’s  production.  Turkey's  durum  production  prospects  for  2000/01  are  more  favorable  than  last 
year  due  to  better  precipitation.  Wheat  yields  are  better  than  last  year  due  to  less  insect  damage, 
largely  attributed  to  good  snow  cover  and  colder  temperatures  during  the  winter  months  than  a  year 
earlier.  Harvested  area  is  forecasted  at  1 . 1  million  hectares,  as  farmers  continue  to  plant  durum  in 
response  to  high  support  prices  versus  other  wheat.  Turkey  is  the  fourth  largest  durum  producer  in 
the  world,  behind  EU,  Canada,  and  United  States.  The  Southeastern  Anatolia  region  produces  about 
50  to  60  percent  of  the  total  durum,  with  the  remainder  produced  in  Central  Anatolia,  around  Ankara 
and  Kayseri.  Turkey  has  a  large  pasta  industry  and  is  a  major  exporter  of  pasta. 

Northwest  Africa:  The  production  of  durum  wheat,  the  principle  grain  crop  in  much  of  northwest 
Africa,  was  subjected  to  a  prolonged  drought  during  the  spring  growing  period.  A  reduction  in  area 
and  production  for  durum  wheat  across  northwest  Africa  reflects  the  impact  of  reduced  rainfall  during 
the  2000/0 1  season.  Initially,  the  growing  season  began  under  near-ideal  conditions  when  plentiful 
seasonal  rains  began  in  the  October-December  period,  spreading  eastern  form  Morocco  into  Algeria 
and  Tunisia.  However,  the  precipitation  abruptly  ended  in  January.  The  continual  lack  of  moisture 
combined  with  consistently  high  temperatures  lowered  previously  optimistic  expectations  for  the  crop 
as  well  as  other  agricultural  production. 

Morocco  and  western  Algeria  suffered  from  the  weather’s  most  severe  effects  while  eastern  Algeria 
and  Tunisia  received  just  enough  rainfall  to  sustain  growth. 

For  Morocco,  the  2000/01  drought  follows  on  the  heels  of  last  year’s  drought.  Production  is  highly 
variable,  since  it  is  largely  dependent  upon  the  track  of  rain  producing  storms  in  the  dominantly 
unirrigated  Maghreb  region.  This  year’s  output  is  extremely  low,  falling  below  the  five-year  average 
of  1.2  million  tons.  For  2000/01,  durum  wheat  production  is  estimated  at  450,000  tons  from  1.0 
million  hectares,  a  drop  of  40  percent  drop  in  production  from  an  already  low  1999/00  crop  of 
750,000  tons.  Typically  40  percent  of  Morocco’s  planted  wheat  area  consists  of  durum. 
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Most  of  Algeria  also  suffered  heavily  from  the  2000/01  drought.  Durum  in  Algeria  is  estimated  at 
450,000  tons  from  600,000  hectares.  This  is  a  drop  of  63  percent  in  production  and  54  percent  in 
harvested  area  from  last  year.  Algeria  produced  1 .2  million  tons  last  year  and  had  a  five-year  average 
of  1 .3  million  tons  from  1 .3  million  hectares.  Roughly  75  percent  of  sown  wheat  in  Algeria  is  durum. 

Tunisia’s  crops  along  with  eastern  Algeria’s  fared  much  better  than  Morocco  and  the  western/central 
sections  of  Algeria  because  of  the  additional  rain  showers  they  received.  Although  rainfall  was  scant, 
it  was  enough  moisture  to  sustain  crops  during  the  crucial  time-period  when  a  devastating  drought 
was  destroying  most  of  the  grain  crops  in  Morocco  and  most  of  Algeria.  This  rain  was  dispersed 
throughout  the  growing  season,  allowing  crops  to  better  use  the  small  amount  of  precipitation.  A 
pause  in  rainfall,  however,  occurred  during  April  and  May,  reducing  the  already  marginal  soil 
moisture  levels.  Tunisia  is  estimated  to  produce  600,000  tons  of  durum  wheat  from  500,000  hectares 
which  is  a  reduction  of  47  percent  in  production  and  25  percent  in  area  from  last  season.  The  average 
production  for  the  past  five  years  is  1 .0  million  tons  from  700,000  hectares.  Durum  usually  accounts 
for  75  percent  of  total  wheat  area. 

Syria:  Durum  production  for  2000/01  is  projected  at  1.7  million  tons,  up  from  last  year’s  poor 
harvest  of  1 .6  million,  but  well  below  the  2.6  million  ton  crop  of  1998/99.  This  season  Syrian  wheat 
has  experienced  the  effects  of  a  long-term  dryness  that  began  in  1999.  The  drought  has  spread 
throughout  the  region,  drastically  reducing  not  only  the  non-irrigated  crop  yields  but  has  begun  to 
impact  the  yield  of  irrigated  crops  as  irrigation  water  is  limited.  The  2000/01  harvest  area  is  forecast 
at  1.0  million  hectares,  with  approximately  40  percent  of  the  durum  crop  under  irrigation.  Durum 
accounts  for  60  percent  of  the  total  wheat  crop.  The  largest  durum  area  is  within  the  Al-Hassake 
region. 


Ronald  R.  Roberson,  Acting  Foreign  Grains  Production  Chairman 
Phone:  (202)  720-0879 
E-mail:  roberson@fas.usda.gov 

James  Crutchfield,  India,  Bangladesh,  and  Pakistan  Analyst 
Telephone  (202)  690-0135 
E-mail:  crutchfield@fas.usda.gov 

Suzanne  Miller,  Southeast  Asia  Analyst 
Telephone:  (202)  720-0882 
E-mail:  millers@fas.usda.gov 

Bryan  Purcell,  Eastern  Europe  and  North  Africa  Analyst 
Telephone  (202)  690-0138 
E-mail :  purcellb@fas.usda.  gov 

Mark  Lindeman,  Former  Soviet  Union  Analyst 
Telephone  (202)  690-0143 
E-mail :  lindeman@fas.  usda.  gov 

Curt  Reynolds  Middle  East  and  Central  Africa  Analyst 
Telephone  (202)  690-0134 
E-mail:reynolds@fas.  usda.gov 


August  2000 


Production  Estimates  and  Crop  Assessment  Div.,  FAS,  USDA 
39 


TABLE  1 

DURUM  WHEAT  in  SELECTED  COUNTRIES 

Harvested  Area 
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TABLE  2 

DURUM  WHEAT  in  SELECTED  COUNTRIES 

Yield 
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TABLE  3 

DURUM  WHEAT  in  SELECTED  COUNTRIES 

Production 
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